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Interconnected activities 

 Project collaboration activities 
 Youth Ethnic Integration project in partnership with UNICEF supports education institutions in developing a 

Concept for distance learning in primary and secondary education. Following the establishment of the working 
group by the Minister of Education and Science, the process of developing the Concept commenced in this period. 
Hence, an outline of the document was developed by the Bureau for Development of Education and a kick-off 
meeting with the members of the working group consisted of representatives from Ministry of Education and 
Science and key education institutions, Ministry of Information Society and Administration, NGO sector and other 
relevant practitioners and stakeholders was held on May 22, 2020. During the online meeting, the activities of the 
working group, the manner of functioning and sharing of documents, the timeframe of activities and sub-groups 
were presented. In the following period, the sub-groups will continue with developing the Concept consisted of 
three (3) key areas: 1) Education policies, 2) IT/technical support and 3) Pedagogy. 

 Members of the project team participated in the second (2) of the series of three (3) webinars organized by 
UNICEF in partnership with Zurich University of Teacher Education. LearnIn is the name of the initiative designed 
to empower teachers as learners through high quality, culturally relevant learning opportunities and support them 
in creating meaningful in-person, online, and blended learning for all students. Following the first webinar where 
participants learned and shared their experience and offered ways to support students out of school during 
lockdown, in the second webinar organized May 20, 2020 the participants reviewed issues that relate to 
welcoming students back to school in times of uncertainty. The last of the series of workshops will be organized on 
June 3, 2020 when participants will work on designing student’s personalized learning paths. 

 
Public outreach 
 The animated instructional video developed in partnership with Youth Educational Forum aimed at helping 

teachers organize digital extracurricular activities with their students was shared with UNICEF and MoES and is 
uploaded on the EDUINO platform and on MCEC website and social media. This video provides information and 
embraces various ideas to help teachers and inspire students to organize extracurricular activities from home.  

 The project website and social media platforms were regularly updated with information and news about the 
course of project activities. 
 

Monitoring & Evaluation  
 E-survey with students involved in the school subject clubs was conducted throughout the first two weeks of the 

month. The survey focused on students’ experiences, perceptions and expectations and was completed by a total 
of 160 students from nine (9) out of ten (10) schools involved in project activities (i.e.: PS Brakja Miladinovci, 
Struga; PS Goce Delcev, Sv. Nikole; PS Nikola Karev, Probistip; PS Vasil Glavinov, Veles; PS Vrapciste, 
Vrapciste; SS Josip Josifovski, Gevgelija; SS Orde Copela, Prilep; SS Gjorce Petrov, Kavadarci; SS Prerodba-
Rilindja, Dolneni). Based on the gathered data, a report was developed. Along with the findings, the report 
presents recommendations for the schools based on students’ expectations related to the upcoming subject club 
activities. The obtained data will help the project team gain a better understanding of the schools’ values and 
attitudes towards interethnic integration in education and youth engagement, as well as, help schools adapt their 
upcoming activities based on students’ expectations and needs. 

 Participatory feedback regarding CivEd curricula revisions was collected through an e-survey that was completed 
by a total of 2052 students (grade 8 and 9) and 127 CivEd teachers from a total of 177 different schools in the 
country. Initial analyses on the gathered data were conducted that provided an overview of qualitative and 
quantitative feedback. 

 In the second half of the month, an e-survey was conducted with students from six (6) secondary schools (SS 
Boro Petrusevski, SS Aresenie Jovkov, SS Zdravko Cvetkovski, SS Dimitar Vlahov, SS Josip Broz Tito, SS Brakja 
Miladinovci) that were involved in project joint curricular classes throughout the school year 2019/2020. The 
survey was completed by a total of 126 students from six (6) schools on the territory of the City of Skopje. The 
questions were focusing on students’ perceptions, opinions and experiences with the joint curricular classes and 
digital activities during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 In coordination with YEF, the project team organized three online discussions in order to gather qualitative 
feedback regarding students’ experiences with digitalization of curricular and extracurricular activities during 
COVID-19 crisis. The discussions involved students from joint curricular classes and school subject clubs. The 
students discussed about how well were the activities adapted to their needs, the resources which their teachers 
were using for digitalization of activities and their overall evaluation of the whole process. A total number 
ofstudents involved in the online discussions was 15. 

  

 

 
Strengthening interethnic cohesion activities 

 
 

Project support to the Ministry of Education and Science Commission for Interethnic Integration in Education  (MoES 
CIIE) 
 The project team in collaboration with OSCE and MoES CIIE continued its coordination related to activities that 

can be implemented and supported in the pandemic period. Therefore, with the support of YEI M&E Coordinator, 
the questionnaire related to the MoES’s updated PMP was revised and incorporated in the Survey Monkey tool. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hACd-Gnq73Q&feature=youtu.be


Next steps included dissemination of the e-questionnaire to all primary and secondary schools in North Macedonia 
by MOES CIIE. The collected data relate to activities implemented in the school year 2018/2019.  

 
Municipal interethnic integration policies 
 Due to the current situation with Covid-19 and special measures introduced by the Government, the project team 

in coordination with the assigned mentors continued to guide and mentor the municipal education officials through 
online communication. Thus, mentors actively engaged and provided support to education municipal officials in 15 
municipalities (Staro Nagoricane, Bosilovo, Aerodrom, Cair, Centar, Gazi Baba, Kocani, Saraj, Ohrid, Berovo, 
Resen, Negotino, Gjorce Petrov, Tearce and Bogovinje). Ten (10) municipalities succeeded to establish 
commissions/working groups with Mayor’s decisions, whereas the municipalities of Bosilovo, Gorce Petrov, Staro 
Nagoricane, Kocani and Aerodrom are in the process of establishing the commissions. Moreover, the working 
group in the Municipality of Bogovinje drafted its IIE policy. 

 
Engaging youth to lead by example 
 Youth Educational Forum (YEF) in coordination with YEI project team continued with the implementation of the 

activities in two (2) selected municipalities (Struga and Probistip) that will lead to the final step of organizing Youth 
Actions, once schools are reopened after the pandemic period in the country.  

 The project team in coordination with YEF team developed an online questionnaire through the Google form 
platform to define upcoming activities. The students from PS “Brakja Miladinovci”, PS “Nikola Karev” and SS 
“Naum Naumovski Borche” from Probishtip will disseminate this questionnaire with their community peers, in 
order to collect more relevant data for defining the last activity-Youth Action, planned to be implemented in the 
period September-December, 2020.  

 Furthermore, in coordination with the project tem, YEF team continued communication with the selected schools 
from Municipality of Struga and developed a database of students’ contact information (phone numbers, e-mails, 
etc.), to simplify the process of scheduling meetings online using Zoom platform. The first workshop took place on 
May 27 and included students from two primary schools “Zini Hani” v. Veleshta and “Kliment Ohridski” v. 
Draslajca, as well students from secondary school “Ibrahim Temo”. The aim of the e-meeting was to discuss and 
plan various solutions for Youth Actions as of September 2020.  

 In addition, the project team in coordination with YEF team agreed to include one more municipality on the 
process, namely the Municipality of Veles. Thus, all the necessary preparations and coordination with the 
municipal education official from Veles are completed. In the next period, in coordination with YEF team, 
preparations for the workshops with students from three (3) schools from Veles will start.  

 
Curricular activities in schools 
 The coordination through online working meetings with directors and SIT coordinators from secondary schools 

continuedin partnership with City of Skopje. In this period, teachers from five (5) secondary schools implement 
joint curricular classes in different subjects. Teachers-implementers jointly prepared the plan of curricular classes 
through online communication, share the guidelines and presentations with students using a Viber group and held 
the classes through ZOOM.  
 

Long-term extracurricular activities in school subject clubс 
 The schools with approved applications by the project continued the implementation of some activities online.  
 In SS "Orde Copela" from Prilep, students from the nutrition school club, created colouring books for preschool 

children, leaflets and a poster on healthy lifestyle, for nine (9) grade students. They are also preparing a brochure 
for healthy lifestyle. The brochure will contain information on eating habits, balanced diet, the importance of 
physical activities and exercise, how to maintain healthy lifestyle etc. When schools are reopened, the brochure 
will be printed and shared with other schools in Prilep. 

 In PS “Brakja Miladinovci” from Struga, students from art school club, created drawings with different musical 
symbols (musical notes, clefs, pentatonic scale etc.). 

 
Long-term extracurricular activities in partnership 

 Project team provided support and guidance to schools which didn’t complete the applications, to design the 
activities and finalize their applications. In addition, based on the limited conditions, the project team examined 
the opportunities to involve schools in partnership to use online tools for implementation of some activities. 

  

 

 
Strengthening democratic culture & civic behaviors activities 

 
 

 

Working Group for Secondary School CivEd 
 The working group for secondary school CivEdis developing the content for the Teachers Guide for CivEd subject 

in grade 1 secondary vocational schools. For that purpose, the working group organized the third online meeting 
and provided feedback to the second group of submitted workshops that will be published in the Teachers Guide.  
During the meeting, the progress made so far was shared in the group and directions for improving the first and 
second group of workshops were discussed. Apart from feedback from colleagues and the project staff, the 
working group members received additional feedback from BDE. So far, 24 out of 30 lessons plans/workshops 
from the secondary vocational CivEd curriculum are in various stages of development and feedback from 
colleagues, project staff and the BDE is being continuously provided. 
 

Guidelines for assisting CivEd teachers with assessment during the process of distance-learning 
 The final version of the Guidelines aimed to assist CivEd teachers with the assessment during distance learning 

was completed. The document consists of two (2) parts, namely a main part which includes the potential aspects 
and adaptations of assessment during times of distance learning and the second part containing appendices 
related to different types of assessment tools (reflective journals, e-portfolio, different types of test items and 
rubrics for assessing essays). The Guideline (in Macedonian and Albanian language) was shared with CivEd 



teachers in order to facilitate the end-of-year assessment process. Teachers were encouraged to keep record of 
applying the Guidelines during the end-of-year assessments. The project team is planning to organize an online 
discussion during June 2020, where CivEd teachers will be able to share their experiences with the application of 
the Guidelines.  
 

Encouraging civic ethos in schools 
 An online meeting was held with BDE advisors responsible for the phase 2 schools, in order to look through the 

options of conducting coordinative meetings with the schools through digital means during June 2020. The aim of 
the online meetings is to inform schools on the new CivEd Concept and the requirement to include activities for 
encouraging civic ethos in their annual program. After concluding that most of the schools have the means and 
know-how to attend online meetings, the next steps were discussed and agreed upon. The project team 
responsibility was to update the necessary materials and provide technical and logistical support for the online 
meetings. While,the advisors were responsible for inviting school representatives, leading the meetings, 
presenting the prepared materials and moderating the discussion during the meeting, as well as writing and 
submitting a report describing the meetings to the project staff.  
 

Booklet with good practices of student initiatives 
 The document prepared by the project staff was reviewed and approved by BDE. The process of translation and 

graphic design of the Booklet with good practices of student initiatives has begun. The booklet will serve as a 
guideline for schools on the process of conducting effective student initiatives. 
 

Adoption of the Civic Education Concept in Primary Education 
 After approval by the BDE, the Civic Education Concept was officially adopted by the Ministry of Education and 

Science. The Concept relies on two main principles (1) engaging students to be active participants in the school 
and community life as a prerequisite for future meaningful democratic participation, and (2) implementing a whole-
school approach to acquiring civic competences. 
 

Research on CivEd in secondary schools 
 The research on the experiences of students and teachers with the old CivEd curriculum and the revised modular 

curriculum which was prepared during 2019, was proofread, edited and is currently being graphically designed. 
 

Survey for participatory feedback process on experiences with CivEd subject 
 Data was collected through an online survey which was answered by 127 teachers from 116 primary schools, 

1030 students from grade 8 from 79 schools and 1022 students from grade 9 from 80 schools.  
 
Engaging International Consultant for Civic Ethos 

 After reviewing the received applications, the process of selecting international consultants was completed and a 
justification document was prepared. The selected consultants are expected to start working on their tasks during 
June 2020. 

  

 

 
Incentives to schools - Renovations  

  
School renovations 
 Graphic design of second part of Guideline manual for maintenance of school buildings in Macedonian and 

English languages were prepared. 
 The Minister of Education and Science, Mr. Arbёr Ademi officially adopted the second part of the Guideline 

Manual for maintenance of school buildings and now it is considered as an official document.  
 An infographic containing hygienic procedures which need to be in place when the schools open after the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic was prepared in Macedonian language. 
 In this period, the project team worked on registering/collecting the necessary documentation for cost-share 

contribution of schools and municipalities in the renovation process (financial or in-kind) for the schools 
renovated in the second project year. 

 Documents for uploading on OHASIS (Overseas Humanitarian Assistance Shared Information System) were 
completed and submitted to EUCOM. 

 


